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Congres5lnan
Rob Simmons
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2nd District
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Dear I<~riends:

In Junuilry, I jl,)int=d thlt Congressional
Community Heallh Ct:llter Caucus, a bipartisangroup
that Was established ILlhighlight, support am! pro!1wte
policic:s that preserve and expanJ :Ic(;e~sto care for
unimul'ed <lltd lIlIderserwd A1lIericalis who receive
trc:3.tment in our community, ll1igr<llltand homeles:I
health etuter=.;,

I havepersoJll:IlJyseen the vanety of'service,
the community hef!lth centers in eastern Connecticut
provide for our neighbors and loveJ Cines, Studies
show that pClJplewho regularly visit a h~a1lh L:~I1[er
reduce their heahh carc expcllditurc.'Sby !!lore than
30%. That's why it's irnport11J1tthatCongress work in
a bipartisan manlier toward providing and protec1ing .
our community health centers.

The availability of a COIIH1Ilillilyheallh care
center redllc~s [edtr;!! Medicaid and Mc:Jicart costs as
well as hospital emergency room visits, Health
centers :;~rveCvcl)'ont.,regardless of their ability to
pay, This is all «cconlplished through locally
controJled patient boards. This year an average health
center cost per patien! was only $425, and that
includes an average of three visits per year. There are
36 community health centers throughout Connecticul,
including nine in the Second Congressional District,

Since condng to Congress, 1 have visiteu
centers throughout the Second District, secured gra.t1t~;
for health ceJlters in eastern Connecticut and rough!
with my colleagues (Jr increased federal funding, L:lst
December, in a lelter to President Bush, I joineJ 47 of
my House colltagues ill requesting a $180 million
funding increase for community health centers unlitI'
the fiscal year 2005 hudget. The fumljng would allow
for the creation of" 145 Juditiol1i1l health centers

serving an additional 1.5 million lIIore people,
Community health cenL~rs (\1,) much

more than just treat illness, They help prevent
diseas~ and strengthen our Cul11111uI1ilies,
Community heaJth centers irnprt've l.Oi\iz(tn~'
healLh, provide Jobs, strellglhen schools,
stabilize neighburhoous. find build coml11unity
pride, Thanks to the deujcat~dpJ'lJl"essiiJ/lals fit
these factlilits, wurhrs arc able 10 be more
proJuctive, cbilJren are able to sl:IY ill sc!)\.>tIl,
and mo1lu~rl' are able It> care for their ncwborn

babies. Community lll:altb Ctntersw~H'kbecause
they are neighbors helping neighbors to keep
their col1lmuni ly he,allhy.
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